No idea is entertained of holding up this "open air" plan of treatment as a specific in every case of hooping-cough, but it is one which, in the hands of a judicious physician, can be made of immense utility, and even in certain complications can be used with safety. Those who treat the disease on the principle of moderating the strength of the spasmodic cough, will find it a useful adjunct to any remedies they may think requisite for the treatment by the usual way.
We may believe that it was on the tonic principle that Dr Gibb found the nitric acid treatment of hooping-cough so successful, not from any specific action on the morbid poison which is at the root of the complaint. Nitric acid can only act through the blood, but how small a quantity can act on the debilitated tissues compared with an element which is always at work, and wraps the body in a healthgiving embrace.
